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 The Idaho Water Resource Board approved Friday an emergency grant to the City of 

Bonners Ferry to help the City deal with a potential water emergency caused by a forest fire, 

Board officials announced today. 

 The Board approved an emergency grant of $7,500 to help the city determine how to 

prepare to deal with sediment in runoff of water from burned-over slopes in the Myrtle Creek 

drainage, the City’s main water source. The fire has been burning in the drainage for some time. 

Officials are worried that the runoff from snow and rain will carry sediment that can clog 

the City’s filtration plant and possibly even the water intake. 

 Board members approved the grant at a special emergency Board meeting held Friday 

(Sept. 19). 

 The funds will be used to help pay for a $15,400 study that will let the City evaluate 

whether or not to connect to nearby water systems, to determine improvements that are need to 

prevent the potential problem, improve the backup pumping plant for long-term use and to 

coordinate with other government agencies that are involved. 
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